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Please support the local businesses who, place Ads in our Bulletins.
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G508 W, Morris Ave,
Hammond, LA 70403
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TheFirst..

Just the Bank for You!

wwws TheFirsiBank.com

NOW HIRING
985-878-3970

FARM & GARDEN Hardware

301 NW Central Ave E

748-9347 748-T106 gm
Selling Lumber & Propane

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Jim’s Paint, Body & Glass, LLC
: We Now Do Inspection Stickers & Windshields
We accept all Insurance

55461 E. Durbin Rd.,
Independence, LA

Ph: 985-878-2329 or 985-969-5916
Fax: 985-878-4420

GEORGE'S HOME | This space available. Mike's
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- Contact St. Helena Catholic Church | R R .r .
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HOMETOWN ACE
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EDWARDS & STEVENS
LAW FIRM

Bradley A. Stevens
Attorney at Law
(985) 747-1088

/‘ﬁh\ FRANK LOPINTO  Dus ($85) T48-8838
i Cefl (BAL) BEE-4712 Fax (B85) T45-B05

AHITE LWESTGCK $ALE$, INC.

219, Amds, Loulisnag T
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Frevite Saas Every Dug

JONATHAN LOPINTO
Coodl (LS5} S5 4200

ED LOPINTD
Cab (B85} 517-5510

David Barnes
Assistant General
Agent
985-517-7881

david.barnes@kofc.org

Mo purchase necessany.
1 Columbus Plaza, Mew Haven, CT 06510

Faith guides your life,
why not your financial
decisions?

For over 140 years, the Knights of Columbus
has been committed to helping families plan
their financial future and achieve economic

security, a tradition carried on today through
its insurance products,

Book a complimentary financial
needs analysis today.

122 W. Oak Street, Amite, LA T0422-2716

This space available.

Contact St. Helena Catholic Church
985-748-0057

women'’s

life ministries..
Pregnancy Center

Teresa Rogusa - CEQ

109 E. Mulberry 51. Amite, Lo, TO422
Tel: 985-T4T-0602 [ Fax: 985-747-0308
Email: womenslifeminiztries@yahoo.com
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Thrift-Town
.'.'.'.ﬁ':’iEh Mart.

Et.-mmu
o \ Ry Soricas
Ray Glasgow, R.Ph
085-748-8101 - 1-800-583-2501
wnwthriftiowmnn:.com
512 M. 2nd St. - Amite, LA 70422 - ray@thriftovwnn:com

DOCA

JEFF & ARLENE ALSTON

15003 TONEY ROAD Phaone: 885-063-3323
INDEPENDENCE, LA (443 £85-960- 3328
jalston520@gmail com

Anenealsion2E@gmal com

19" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -

AUGUST 9, 2026

“Take courage, it is I;
do not be afraid.”
Matthew 14:22-33

The Church Bulletin

Serving the communities of St. Helena Catholic Church,
Mater Dolorosa Catholic Church and St. Dominic Catholic Church

The Office is located at 122 South 1° Street Amite, LA 70422
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 3:00pm, Friday 8:00am - 12:00pm

o STAFF »

Pastor, Rev. Reuben Dykes

Parochial Vicar, Rev. Emilio Gomez
Deacon, Eddie Renz Jr.

Retired Deacon, Nat Garofalo

Retired Deacon, Stephen Ourso

Office Administrator, Laura Faust
Administrative Assistant, Shana Bender
Reception, Susan Higgins

MD Sacramental Coordinator, Joyce Paille
SHCC Sacramental Coordinator, Trudy Currier
DRE, Brogan Webb

Assistant DRE/Youth, Brooke Danna
Music Director MD, Tony Anzalone
Music Director SHCC, Danny Keen

« PHONE ©
St. Helena 985-748-9057
Mater Dolorosa 985-878-9639

Mater Dolorosa School 985-878-4295

e MASS SCHEDULE .

Mater Dolorosa
Wednesday - Friday 8:00am
Monday, Tuesday No Mass
Saturday Vigil 4:00pm
Sunday 11:00am
1st Saturday Mass 8:00am

St. Dominic
Tuesday 6:00pm
Sunday 8:15am

St. Helena
Monday, Wednesday - Friday 7:30am
Tuesday No Mass
Saturday 4:00pm
Sunday 9:00am
Sunday Spanish 12:30pm
First Saturday Mass 9:00am in Spanish

Welcome To Our Growing Parish Communities!

o« CONFESSION SCHEDULE e«

Mater Dolorosa
Wednesday- Friday 7:00-7:45am
1st Saturday 7:00-7:45am
Saturday 3:00-3:45pm

St. Dominic
Tuesday 5:00-5:45pm
Sunday 7:00-7:45am

St. Helena
Monday, Wednesday - Friday 7:00am
Wednesday 5:00pm
Saturday 3:00-3:45pm
Sunday 8:00-8:45am

« FOLLOW US ON »
SOCIAL MEDIA

sainthelenacatholicchurch
materdolorosacatholicparish

Website https://sth-mdc.org
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St. Helena (SHCC)

Mass Intentions

Mater Dolorosa (MD) St. Dominic (SD)

Mass Intentions

Monday, August 10, 2026

7:30am +Jet Keen
Wednesday, August 12, 2026

7:30am +Maria Angel Pineda

Thursday, August 13, 2026
7:30am +Hank Schumacher

Friday, August 14, 2026
7:30am +Joan Scarle

Saturday, August 15, 2026
4:00pm +Father Mark Beard, +Harold & Flo Beard, +Father
Howard Adkins, +Ray Smith, +Joan Scarle, +Gayle Currier,
+Dr. Derris Ray, +Dwaynne Ardeneaux, +Savina & +Steve
Campo, +Betty Pousson, +Clark Colgan, +Jacob Gifford, +Louis
Blanchard, +Charles Currier, +John Campo Sr., +Thomas
Bellavia, +Pamela Markham, +David Paul Delaune, +Michael
Henry, +Bill Higgins, Conversion of Sinners, The Vilcan Family,
Sawyer Pecoraro, Nancy Barman, Henry & Juanita McCabe,
Larry Stevens

Sunday, August 16, 2026
9:00am +Father Mark Beard, +Harold & Flo Beard, +Father
Howard Adkins, +Ashlee Travis, +Beverly Esteven, +Harrell
Griffin, +Charles Currier, +Louis Blanchard, +John Campo
Sr., +Joan Scarle, +Savina Campo, +Dwaynne Ardeneaux,
+Jacob Gifford, +Tommy Bellavia, +Gayle Currier, +Alice Perez,
+Ronnie Noble, +Janet Sanders, +Betty Gaudet, +David Paul
Delaune, +Michael Henry, +Bill Higgins, +Souls in Purgatory,
Julian Bourg, Law Enforcement

Sunday, August 16, 2026
12:30pm The People of the Parish

Tuesday, August 11, 2026
SD 6:00pm +Beth Boudreaux
Wednesday, August 12, 2026
MD 8:00am +Vincent Calcagno Sr.
Thursday, August 13, 2026
MD 8:00am JoAnn Zeringue & Family
Friday, August 14, 2026
MD 8:00am +Joe & Frances Patanella
Saturday, August 15, 2026
MD 4:00pm +Allen & Lucy Capdeboscq, +Chris Paille, +Katie
& Charlie Varisco, Sr., Tommy Sharp, +Jason Baglio, +Vincent
Calcagno, Sr., +Loretta Genco, +Donna Lynn S. Davidson,
+Dora Jean Edwards, Mark Pili¢, Noel & Kathleen Pili¢, Virginia
Guzzardo
Sunday, August 16, 2026
SD 8:15am Brian McKearan, Elinor McKearan, Carol
Schexnaildre, Ashley Schexnaildre, Autumn Hill, Douglas
Crayton, Morgan Shockley, Sandy Husser, Jennifer Brown,
+Christopher Boudreaux II
Sunday, August 16, 2026
MD 11:00am The People of the Parish

Please remember to pray for all the sick who could not worship
today because of illness, especially .....
Ramona Kaul, Juanita Dugar, Catherine
Calamari, Cameron Tarver, Rosalina Rotolo,
Paul Kluka, Mitchell Warren, Rayford
Conerly, Jerry Aucoin, Suzanne Bridgewater,
Henry McCabe, Imelda & Kenneth Travis,
Josephine Capdeboscq, Hurless Clouatre, Tracy
Brumfield, John Brumfield, Susan Brumfield,
Chris Burden, Susan Reid, Matt Smith, Rickey Robertson,
Madonna Liuzza, Lance Joiner, Owen Clotiaux, Danny Vicknair,
Granger Family, George Ann Smith, Virginia Guzzardo, Margie
Lacaro, Gail Keller, Lindsey Booty, Eric Tarver, Kenneth Hill,
Connor Corkern, Frances Currier, Jay Ardillo, Brian Rueb, Karen
Schumacher, Mac Perkins Sr., Angela Perkins, Pat Bender, Brenda
Perret, Kurt Mashon, Cathy Phillips, Charlotte Gill, Pam Elder

Heavenly Father, creator of mankind, as we are ever mindful
of the cost paid for the liberty we possess, we ask You to bless
all members of our Armed Forces. Please be their power and
protector, leading them from darkness to light. We ask this in
Your Holy Name. Amen.

George Van Zandt, Larry Toups, Peter Vangjel,
James Hoover, Dennis Toups, William
Graham, Vince Owen, Brandon Thompson,
Jerry Dyer, Jamie Cutrer, Eric Russell, James
Sylvester, Mark Prine, Nic Edwards, Jake Cristina, Scott Swilley,
Angie Swilley, Chris Brunet, Jacob Rankin, James Michael
Dupuis, Daniel Mays, Jim Bravis Redmond Jr., Daniel Santora,
Jerry Simmons, Wesley Corkern, Lucas Edward Thigpen, John
Accord, Maxwell Conger, Kyle Joseph Rosalies, Jordon Quinn,
Adrian Gonzalez Moreno, Sgt. Matthew Vallot, Lt. Molly Fekete,
Wesley Corkern, Jacob Frazier, Braeden Hallmark, Andrew
Zaftuto, Blake Blades, Aivah Noble, Jared Guidry, Dillon Guidry,
Jonah Brumfield, Joshua Aikman, Braxton Greenlee
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19 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
“I will raise him on the last day.” Reflect on the profound
promise of resurrection and what your path to eternal life looks
like. Will your path of holiness be as a priest or religious brother
or sister! Talk to your priest or reach out to the Vocation Office

at 225-336-8778 or via email: ablount@diobr.org

Cover Image: The Hand of God by Yongsung Kim
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Qugust 9, 2026
PRAYER FOR STUDENTS

Lord our God,

in your wisdom and love

you surround us with the mysteries of the
universe.

Send your Spirit upon these students

and fill them with your wisdom and blessings.
Grant that they may

devote themselves to their studies

and draw ever closer to you,

the source of all knowledge.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen.
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Contact St. Helena Catholic Church
985-748-9057

HARRY MCKNEELY & SON

Hammonn & PoncHATOULA
WWW.HARRYMCRNEELY.COM
(985) 345-5801

2000 N, Morrison  Hammosp, LA 70401

LANCE VICKNAIR, OWNER

THE

RESTAURANT

St.Vincent de Paul

Call 985-747-2223
for assistance.

INDEPENDENCE LOCATION
345 W. Railroad

985-878-4306
7:00am-2:00pm Tdays of week

PAUL'S PHARMACY
985-878-4401

B:00am-6:00pm Monday-Friday
8:00am-2:00pm Saturday

985-748-8532
204 W. Palmetto St.,
Amite, LA 70422
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LUMBER & SUPPLY

Office (985) 878-2903
53490 Harvest Lane - Lovanger, LA 70445
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Two Hearts

Women's Prayer Breakfast
All women are invited to come together
for Breakfast, Fellowship & Prayer

Saturday, October 3, 2026
9:00am - 12:00pm
KC Hall, Independence, LA
Guest Speaker:
Jennifer Prather

Limited seating available

Please call or text Carol at 985-320-0051 or email reservation to

womensprayerbreakfast24egmail.com

Please make reservations before September 26, 2026
Please call if cancelling your reservations

Scan to register today!
Medjugorje
Pilgrimage 2027
June 2 - 11, 2027
Father Rovben will be leading parishioners of 5t

Helena, Mater Dolorosa, and 5t Dominic on our
2027 Pilgrimage to Medjugorje and Dubrownik.

Cuestions? Email 5andy Barnes at

sandy.barnesz3dtravelcompany.com

Baptism Seminars
If you are in need of a Baptism
Seminar, please call the Church

The Seminar dates are:
Sunday, August 23, 2026 - after 9am Mass at St. Helena
Monday, August 24, 2026 - 6:00pm at Mater Dolorosa

awg,uat 9, 2026 %eecame.’ 19th éunda% n @ndinan% f]éme

Ministers Schedule for August 15-16, 2026

Ministries

ST.VINCENT DE PAUL MEETINGS AT ST. HELENA

Every Monday in classroom 203 at 5pm. We are open to all who wish to live their faith by loving and serving their neighbor.

ét. Nelena

MASS DEACON LECTORS EUCHARISTIC ALTAR SERVERS SACRISTANS
MINISTERS
8/15 4:00pm J. Williams, S. Thompson, T. Durnin, P. Macalusa, C. Thompson T. Nelson
A. Stevens J. Williams, A. Stevens
8/16 9:00am M. Giardina, C. Glasgow, S. Ware, B. Webb, L. Warner, T. Hymel
G. Giardina R. Currier, T. Currier D. Passman, O. Spitale

Mater Daoloresa

o dt. EDaminic

MASS DEACON  LECTORS EUCHARISTIC ALTAR SERVERS SACRISTANS

MINISTERS
8/15 4:00pm Dcn. Steve D. Doucet

V. Greenfield, G. Dufrene

8/16 8:15am Dcn. Steve K. Tassin J. Morel, D. Reed L. Neel, T. Tassin, L. Danna

8/16 11:00am Dcn. Steve E. Chauvin J. & A. Costa

J. Messina, B. Franicevic,

G. Finch, L. Radford

BIBLE STUDY AT ST. HELENA
In classroom 101 after 7:30am Mass. All are welcome to attend the Bible Study.

MATER DOLOROSA ROSARY FOR VOCATIONS
Will be held on the second Thursday of the month at 5:30pm at Mater Dolorosa Church.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEETINGS

« Amite Knights of Columbus #10911 meets the first Tuesday of the month in classroom 101. Rosary 6pm, meeting 6:30pm.
+ Independence Knights of Columbus #5627 meets the second Wednesday of each month at 6pm in the KC Hall.
- Visit our Facebook page at Knights of Columbus St. Helena Council No 10911

ST. HELENA CDA MEETINGS

Have you thought about becoming a Catholic Daughter? Please join us at 5:30pm in classroom 101 every second Monday.

PARISH COLLECTIONS

Mater Dolorosa Collections 7/26/2026 $11,500.00
Facilities & Maintenance $  767.00
Building Fund $  650.00

The second collection at Mater Dolorosa NEXT weekend (8/16) is for Poor
Relief

St. Helena Collections 7/26/2026 $ 6,971.00
Facilities & Maintenance $ 3,000.00

The second collection at St. Helena NEXT weekend (8/16) is for Poor

This Week’s Readings

Relief.
T TRUE DISCIPLE GIFT SHOP
Located on the St. Helena Campus
1A Monday-Saturday 8am-3pm, Sundays after 9am Mass
e _.‘\-I.'l|1 o

1-504-615-5478

We

Wednesday, August 12, 6:00pm, in the Hall

will celebrate and bid farewell to

Fr. Roberto, who is leaving for his new
assignment. Everyone is welcome.

MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2026

2 Corinthians 9:6-10; Psalm 112; John 12:24-26

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2026

Ezekiel 2:8-3:4; Psalm 119; Matthew 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2026

Ezekiel 9:1-7; 10:18-22; Psalm 113; Matthew 18:15-20
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2026

Ezekiel 12:1-12; Psalm 78; Matthew 18:21-19:1

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 2026

Ezekiel 16:1-15, 60, 63; Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Matthew 19:3-12
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 2026

Revelation 11:19A; 12:1-6A, 10AB; Psalm 45; 1 Corinthians 15:20-27;
Luke 1:39-56

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2026

Isaiah 56:1, 6-7; Psalm 67; Romans 11:13-15, 29-32;

Matthew 15:21-28

FOCUS ON FAS

TING -

AUGUST INTENTIONS

e For all teachers, children and lay ministers participating in PSR, that they will be

willing, open, and obedient to Gods Divine Will and find His

e We Ask for Gods Wisdom in our lives and seek a deeper understanding of what He

desires to show us.

e For all Seminarians, Deacons, and Priest as they seek the fullness of their vocation in

serving Christs Church.

e For the hastening of the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
¢ For the Grace of the New Pentecost to be poured out upon our parish communities.

treasures that He offers.

9

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptisms are celebrated regularly throughout the year. Expectant
parents should contact the Parish Office for information concerning
Pre-Baptismal Preparation.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
(WEDDINGS/CONVALIDATIONS)

Contact the Parish priest at least six (6) Months in advance from the
date desired.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Please notify the Parish Office if a family member is ill, homebound
or hospitalized.

ENCOUNTER

THE PRESENCE OF JESUS

3=
5 L 4_
A - €

3rd Thursday of each month
Mater Dolorosa Catholic Church

5:30pm-7:00pm
Join us: August 20, September 17, October 15%
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Solemnity of the

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Saturday, August 15%

All are welcome to join us as we celebrate with
8:00am Mass at Mater Dolorosa in Independence.

On August 8, the Catholic Church celebrates the feast day of St. Dominic Guzman, who helped the cause of orthodoxy in the medieval
Church by founding the Order of Preachers, also known as Dominicans.

“This great saint reminds us that in the heart of the Church a missionary fire must always burn,” Pope Benedict XVI said in a February 2010
General Audience talk on the life of St. Dominic.

Born in Caleruega, Spain around the year 1170, Dominic was the son of Felix Guzman and Joanna of Aza, members of the nobility. His
mother would eventually be beatified by the Church, as would his brother Manes who became a Dominican. The family’s oldest son Antonio
also became a priest...

Dreading the spread of heresy, Dominic began to think about founding a religious order to promote the truth. In 1204 he and Bishop Diego
were sent by Pope Innocent III to assist in the effort against the Albigensians, which eventually involved both military force and theological
persuasion...

In 1214, Dominic’s extreme physical asceticism caused him to fall into a coma, during which the Virgin Mary is said to have appeared to him
and instructed him to promote the prayer of the Rosary. Its focus on the incarnation and life of Christ directly countered the Albigensian
attitude towards matter as evil.

During that same year, Dominic returned to Tolouse and obtained the bishop’s approval of his plan for an order dedicated to preaching. He
and a group of followers gained local recognition as a religious congregation, and Dominic accompanied Tolouse’s bishop to Rome for an
ecumenical council in 1215.

The council stressed the Church’s need for better preaching, but also set up a barrier to the institution of new religious orders. Dominic,
however, obtained papal approval for his plan in 1216, and was named as the Pope’s chief theologian. The Order of Preachers expanded in
Europe with papal help in 1218.

The founder spent the last several years of his life building up the order and continuing his preaching missions, during which he is said to
have converted some 100,000 people. After several weeks of illness, St. Dominic died in Italy on August 6, 1221. He was canonized in 1234
by Pope Gregory IX.

St. Dominic, Pray for Us!

https://www.ewtnnews.com/world/us/order-of-preachers-founder-st-dominic-celebrated-aug-8

Jesus the Way; Jesus the Truth; Jesus the Life...

Does God ever abandon his children? This question can be a hard one to wrap our heads around. We know that a loving Father never
abandons His children, but what if they abandon him? This was the question among some Gentiles in the first century when they spoke about
the Israelites. See, when St. Paul was writing his Letter to the Romans, there was a growing arrogance among the Gentile (non-Jewish) followers
of Christ. The belief among some Gentiles was that, because many Jews had rejected Christ, then God had rejected Israel as His people. This,
however, is far from the truth that we read in Paul’s letter to the Romans.

In verses four through five, Paul reminds the people of the favor that God has shown Israel throughout the centuries. The Jewish people
remain beloved because of God’s covenant with them, His gifts and His call are irrevocable (Romans 11:28-29) He points to God’s never-ending
covenant with His people.

“It was not because you were more numerous than any other people that the Lord set His heart on you and chose you...” (Deuteronomy 7:7)

The Israclites were chosen by God in His mercy, but not because of their own merits. Although many Jews rejected Christ as the Messiah,
this does not mean that God would reject them as His people. On the contrary, throughout the Old Testament the Israelites repeatedly rejected
the commands of the true God, they even worshiped a golden calf. Yet God never turned away, for His mercy endures forever.

So, how does this apply to us? We can trust that God’s mercy and forgiveness are without end because He keeps His promises. Paul is
trying to make the point that if God were unfaithful to the Jews, He could also be unfaithful to us. Of course, God is never unfaithful. The Jews
were not abandoned, and neither will God abandon us. Paul ultimately answers our question in Romans 11:1;

“What I am saying is this: is it possible that God abandoned his people? Out of the question!” (Romans 11:1)
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5 EVANGELIZATION &
B CATECHESIS

w “THE CHURCH EXISTS TO EVANGELIZE.” POPE SAINT PAUL VI

YouTH NIGHTS

JR. HIGH SCHOOL « GRADES 5t"- 8t « 5pm-7pm
August 23 Jr. High Night at St. Helena
September 6" Jr. High Night at St. Helena

HIGH SCHOOL « GRADES 8" - 12« 5pm-7pm
August 16" High School Night at St. Helena
August 30" High School Night at St. Dominic

If you would like to join Remind, text 81010.
To provide a meal for the Youth, contact Brooke at 985-474-9281.

ST.HELENA - MATER DOLOROSA- ST. DOMINIC

PSR will be held on 5t. Helena campus,
please park across from Church

Students will be dropped off by parents in their classrooms
Sunday August 168" 5-Tpm
MARIAN BLUE!
For Hore information please call the office!
Please text @psr7-9 to the number 81010 to join our messaging system

(ugust 9, 2026

OCIA CLASSES BEGIN!

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
Classes begin August 16™ after the 11am Mass at Independence KC Hall located across from Mater Dolorosa.
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7-12TH GRADE
NOVEMBER 7TH
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Den. Michael Parker
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